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SUBJECT: ACADEMIC CONFERENCE ON ASEAN 

1. THE EAST-WEST SEMINAR OF TOKYO IN CONJUNCTION WITH CHULA- 
LONGKORN UNIVERSITY IN BANGKOK SPONSORED A SEMINAR, "THE ASEAN: 
PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS IN A CHANGING WORLD"., FROM DECEMBER 18-20 
WITH THE EXCEPTION OF ABDULLA MAJID, THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY 
FROM KUALA LUMPUR, AND SHIRO SAITO OF THE EDITORIAL COMMPTTEE 
OF THE NIHON KEIZAI SHIMBUN, ALL DELEGATES AND EISCUSSANTS 
AT THE SEMINAR WERE ACADEMICS OR BANK ECONOMISTS. AMONG THOSE 
FROM THE ASEAN MEMBER COUNTRIES WERE: LAU TEIK SOON, DEPARTMENT 
OF POLITICAL SCIENCE, SINGAPORE UNIVERSITY; LIE TEK TJENG, 

DIRECTOR, LEMBAGA RESEARCH KEBUDAYAAN, JAKARTA; LIN SEE YAN, 
CHIEF ECONOMIST, BANGK NEGARA MALAYSIA. KUALA LUMPUR; LIM CHONG 
YAH, FACULTY OF ARTS, SINGAPORE UNIVERSITY; PANG LAY KIM, 

CENTRE FOR STRATEGIC AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, JAKARTA; 

ESTRELLA SOLIDUM, FACULTY OF POLITICAL SCIENCE, PHILIPPINES 
UNIVERSITY, QUEZON CITY; SOMSAKDI XUTO, RECTOR, NATIONAL 
INSTITUTE OF DEVELOPHENT ADMINISTRATION, BANGKOK; PRATEEP 
SONDYSUVAN AND VIJIT SUPINIT, ASSISTANT DIRECTORS, RESEARCH 
DEPARTMENT, BANK OF THAGILAND. FROM JAPAN CAME PROFESSOR 
TURO YANO, CENTER FOR SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES, KYOTO UNIVER- 
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OF GOVERNMENT, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS, AUSTIN, ALL THE DIS- 
CUSSANTS WERE THAI ACADEMICS FROM THE OUTSPOKEN IF NOT 
"RADICAL” RANKS. OBSERVERS FROM THE ASEAN COUNTRIES EM- 
BASSIES, THE SOVIET EMBASSY, THE AMERICAN AND JAPANESE 
EMBASSIES, FROM JAPANESE FOUNDATIONS, AND FROM THE THAI 
AND JAPANESE MINISTRIES OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ATTENDED. 

2. WHILE THE DISCUSSION WAS WIDE-RANGING AND OPEN, IT WAS 
MAINLY POLIICAL IN TONE AND CRITICAL OF "THE AT BEST MODEST" 
PROGRESS MADE BY ASEAN TO DATE. THERE WAS ALSO CRITICISM 
OF THE MOTIVES OF THE ASEAN COUNTRIES, AND AN ALMOST 
RIDICULOUS CONCERN FOR HOW THE SUPER POWERS VIEWED ASEAN 
AND THEIR INTENTIONS TOWARD SOUTHEAST ASIA. THE ACADEMICS 
FOR THE MOST PART PURSUED THE SAME LINES AS THEIR GOVERN- 
MENTS ON HOW THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEE ASEAN DEVELOP: SINGAPORE 
URGING A FREE TRADE AREA AND ECONOMIC CONCERNS, JAKARTA 
SPEAKING ON SECURITY AND POLITICAL MATTERS, MALAYSIA STRESSING 
NEUTRALIZATION, WHILE EXPLAINING ITS SUPPORT OF INDONESIA'S 
MOVE IN TIMOR AND, IMPORTANTLY, NOTING IT WAS LIKELY 
MALAYSIA WOULD HAVE TO DOTHE SAME IN BRUNEI. THERE WAS, 

NOT SURPRISINGLY, LITTLE CONSENSUS EXCEPT IN GENERAL 
TERMS, AND NO REAL PROGRESS MADE. 

3. WE ARE FORWARDING VIA AIRGRAM ALL PAPERS AT THE 
CONFERENCE AND TWO EMBOFFS’ NOTES ON THE EISCUSSANTS' AND 
OTHER COMMENTS WHICH WERE NOT OFFICIALLY RECORDED BY SEMINAR 
OFFICIALS. 
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